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Ready, Set, GO! 

 

This year at Saint John�s second annual 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) we took the kids 

on a Wild Ride through God�s Word at 

Avalanche Ranch.  This high mountain, 

western theme provided a wonderful 

opportunity to help the kids learn about God�s 

love in a fun and exciting way. 

 

Many, many volunteers spent months 

preparing for this year�s event. We can�t thank 

them enough for all the time, talent and 

treasure they provided. Thank you to our 

dedicated VBS committee for the hours they 

spent reading, discussing, planning, shopping 

and setting up:  Deb Sinna, Cindy Klomp, Julie 

Persoon, Lisa Moriarity, Tina Westemeier, 

Stephanie Varley, Debbie Lucker, Christ Sindt, 

Jim Juelich, & Chris Fredrick-Davis. 

 

Before kicking off this summer�s Vacation 

Bible School, our volunteers had the 

opportunity to participate in several fun 

activities.  In late July, we held a training 

session where we walked all of our volunteers 

through �a day at Avalanche Ranch�, toured 

the station locations and talked in depth about 

each volunteer�s specific job. We wanted our 

God Squad to be as comfortable as possible 

with their duties. We also enjoyed a wonderful 

chicken dinner provided by The Little 

Venetian. 

 

The first weekend in August we had a great 

group of volunteers who helped us promote 

VBS in our community at Canadian Days. On 

Saturday we bused tables at the Pancake 

Breakfast which earned us a cash donation 

from the Canadian Days organization. On 

Sunday we walked in the Canadian Days 

parade where we handed out pounds and 

pounds of candy donated by VBS families. 

And we can�t forget to mention those 

dedicated volunteers who came in and helped 

us set up all the stations located throughout 

Saint John�s facilities.   Great Job! 

 

Sing & Play Stampede 

 

Every day at VBS was adrenaline-filled!  The 

mornings began in church with song and 

dance � we called it Sing & Play Stampede.  

Julie Persoon and her youth crew staged a 

short, humorous skit, taught the daily Bible 

Point and Treasure Verse and lead everyone 

in western dance steps and loud �Wah-Hoo�s�. 

 

We hosted 115 children and 55 volunteers at 

this year�s event. After everyone was pumped 

from Sing & Play Stampede, the kids and 

leaders broke out in crews and rotated through 

five fun-filled stations � fun with a theme! 

 

Wild Bible Adventure 
 

The Wild Bible Adventure station hosted crews 

for a short Bible story skit and activity.  Deb 

Sinna and assistants helped kids learn about 

the Israelite army marching around the walls of 

Jericho.  While the God Squad marched, kids 

formed human pyramids pretending to be the 

wall of Jericho; and after the seventh circle 

was completed, the wall (kids) went crashing 

down with squeals of laughter.  Through this 

activity kids learned that God is STRONG!   

 

Another day crews waded through swampy 

ground and up to the flooded Jordan River 

where the priests stood with the Ark of the 

Covenant stopping the rushing waters.  Kids 

chose river rocks from the dried river bed and 

built rock towers in praise of the awesome 

things God does in our lives!  And so, each 

day at Wild Bible, kids experienced a Bible 

lesson in a very active way. 

 

Cowpoke Crafts 
 

Christa Sindt and her helpers had the 

Cowpoke Craft station overflowing with glue, 

markers, beads, paint, and projects, projects, 

projects!  Kids decorated buddy bags for 

collecting mementos during the week and 

stamped bags for prayer rocks.  They 

constructed and painted bird houses and used 

colored sand to fill acrylic crosses.   

And they stuffed Prayer Bears � one Prayer 

Bear for themselves and one to give away to a 

needy child that they will never know, but 

whom they have prayed for.  The Prayer Bears 

were our mission / service project for those 

less fortunate than us.  Fr. Dave helped us 

bless our bears on Friday at Roundup. 

 

Chuck Wagon Chow 
 

Mid-morning each day everyone came 

together for snack time at Chuck Wagon 

Chow.  Each day�s snack was prepared by 

Debbie Lucker and her God Squad crew to 

reflect the Bible story of the day.  

id1191491734 pdfMachine by Broadgun Software  - a great PDF writer!  - a great PDF creator! - http://www.pdfmachine.com  http://www.broadgun.com 



Monday�s trail mix ingredients represented the 

story of Rahab�s hiding the Spies.  Wednesday 

we stacked crackers, cheese slices, and 

pepperonis into towers and tumbled them over 

like the walls of Jericho.  On Friday, kids 

dipped their pretzels in cheese just like 

Naaman dipped himself in the Jordan River to 

cleanse himself of leprosy.  All the snacks 

were yummy, educational and memorable! 

 

It was during Chuck Wagon Chow time that 

kids met the �People of Faith� during the week.  

Many thanks to Fr. Dave, Jean Conant-Winter, 

and Sister Linda Soler for sharing their time 

and talents by describing the lives and lessons 

of Saint Francis of Assisi,  Saint Martin de 

Porres, Saint Frances Cabrini and Saint Joan 

of Arc.  Everyone learned about some very 

holy people from some very special people � 

our parish Faith leaders!  Kids learned that we 

are all called to be People of Faith, the Saints! 

 

Horse Play Games 

It wouldn�t be a perfect VBS without outside 

playtime.  Stephanie Varley and Tina 

Westemeier and crew did a terrific job at the 

Horse Play Games station. They facilitated 

games which emphasized cooperation and 

teamwork - not competition. When time 

allowed at the end of each game, crews were 

asked to sit in a knee-to-knee circle for 

discussion.  The questions they pondered 

helped the kids connect the game experience 

to the day�s Bible Point. Kids can learn 

scripture through games 

 

The games were a blast, some of them a 

watery blast!  With names like �Spy Sneak�, 

�One and Only�, �Watering Hole Relay� and 

�Ice Tag�, how could they not be a hit? 

 

Chadder�s Theater 
 

One of the most popular stations was 

Chadder�s Theater.  Chadder is our VBS 

chipmunk mascot who goes on a video 

adventure every year.  This year Chadder 

traveled to Horse Feather�s Dude Ranch 

hoping to become a REAL cowboy.  VBS kids 

got to see a short cliff-hanger video each day 

as Chadder learned some valuable lessons.  

Lisa Moriarity and assistant helped crews 

interpret Chadder�s struggles and triumphs 

through fun activities, group sharing, personal 

reflection, and prayer. 

Thanks to the generous donations of our many 

sponsors we were able to provide each child 

with a Wild Ride Bible Guide at this station to 

help them with their activities, daily challenges 

and even some fun, future activities at home. 

Each day Lisa also got to give each child an 

adorable Buddy Character to remind the child 

of the day�s Buddy, Bible Point and Treasure 

Verse.  They were a huge hit with the kids. 

 

Showtime Roundup 
 

We ended each morning back in church with 

Julie and her crew singing and dancing at the 

Showtime Roundup. This was also the time 

when kids chose their Daily Challenge, a 

promise to act on the lesson of the day in 

some positive way during evening family time.  

Many parents joined us at the morning�s finale 

which was filled with prayer, song, faith-

sharing, and more resounding �WAH-HOO�s�. 

 

 Another exciting, new addition to our VBS this 

year was Spotlight Drama.  Daily photos were 

taken of the kids and dropped into an 

Avalanche Ranch video that was shown at the 

Roundup. Set to great VBS music or a 

narration of the day�s Bible story, the kids 

loved seeing themselves each morning on �the 

big screens� in the church.  Many thanks to 

Ryan Kroll for making this happen. 

 

The God Squad 

We�re sorry there isn�t enough space here to 

list each and every one of our 55 wonderful 

volunteers who we lovingly refer to as the 

God Squad. 

Their kind hearts and loving attention to the 

children helped make Vacation Bible School a 

wonderful success. Many, many of these 

dedicated souls showed up whenever the call 

went out for help.  They came in early and 

stayed late to help set up and clean up. They 

donated snacks, decorations and supplies. We 

truly couldn�t have done it without their hard 

work and dedication before, during and after 

our wonderful week with the children.  

           THANK YOU all so much!!! 

 
 

Our 2007 Sponsors 
 

And finally we�d like to thank our 2007 
sponsors for their support. Generous 
donations from many businesses, 
organizations and individuals allowed us 
to provide each child with an Avalanche 
Ranch music CD, a set of buddy 
characters, a bandanna, a Bible guide 
book and countless other fun items and 
activities throughout the week.   
 

St John�s Men�s Club 
St. Anne's CCW 
Canadian Days 

Saturn 
Little Canada Rec Assn 

Little Canada Fire Department 
Garrity, Tegeler & Varley LLP 

St John's Credit Union 
Saint John�s School Auction 

Saint John�s School Music Dept 
 
Several families made anonymous cash 
donations, small and large, donated 
materials & supplies and loaned us 
western decoration for which we are very 
grateful. THANK YOU! 
 
We would also like to thank those 
individuals and businesses that donated 
food for our VBS volunteers, including: 
 

Little Venetian 
Rocco�s Pizza 

 
Please continue to support all of these 
wonderful businesses & organizations. 
 
 
Watch the bulletin for announcements 
about Vacation Bible School 2008.  
It promises to be even more fun. If you are 

interested in helping us in 2008 as a volunteer 

or with a cash donation, please contact us via 

email at vbs@stjohnsoflc.org or voice mail at 

651 288-3290.  We�d love to hear from you. 
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